Let’s make 3 difference (2001 )

The conference was inaugurated by Madhu Dandavate, o ex-member and minister of Lok Sabha, While
lighting the lamp he mentioned *T wish to light a flame in every young heart present here® He spoke to the
gathering on issues of relevance of the Mahatma's teachings in the 21" century and Parliomentary institutions and
precesses. "In present Yime most of the parliamentary proceedings are unporliamentary”. He made a reference to
Gandhi's human teuch like when Bapu wisited Champaran how he was touched by the heart-rending report about the
women there ard steeled nat 1o rest #l| their honour was restared.

The theme of the conference was Let's Make 4 Difference in our lives and bring change. The conference
revolved around the idea of quiet time and looking within, This led to g maving session on family, which was
friggered by the sharing during the maorning sessions. Few participants shared their grief of losing their loved
ones and not making the most of the time while they were around. Teday when they want to be with them all they
have is their, memaries. To mary of them honesty did not exist and their lives were based on lies. Due to this they
had lost complete confidence in themselves and the trust of their family and friends,

Realisation came in the form of *T hated my father since childhood but in my time of silence I could see my
fathers love through that hate” One girl said, “My father lives in o different city and T meet him once in tws
vears, He has taken care of all our needs and desires but still T hate him. T dan't know why? T am still locking for
“h answer to this hate which might be due to my mother’s relation with my father.” Ancther group of young people

that why not moke a new attempt by loving pecple? Every young heart and mind had tears and their pain was
expressed through their eyes. At the end of the session even nature couldn' control itself and came down pouring
hezgvi byl

For the first time in the youth conference a group of teachers from Ar7 of Living were invited to conduct a
werkshop on meditation, Franayam, Sudarshan Kriya ete, Emphasis was on learning to be with oneself and with
others in harmony. The founder of Art of Living believes in winning people through unconditional love, which also
matches with the philegophy of Mora/ Re-Armatment. .

Rajendra Singh, the founder of Tarum Sharat Sangh in Rajasthan, addressed the gathering and expressed
about how he had been considered as geod-for-nothing by his father but he always had a deep desire to prove how
one human being can bring a dif ference in lives of mary people. He alse said, "All T have done 9 change the lives of
recple is take o leof sut of Bapu's life. I draw inspiration from Bapu. The work, which we have done in all these
Years to transform their land and lives, recharge their rivers and make the Arawailis smile was Just by watering
their roots. The result is pecple’s initiative and credit goes o every villager and every individual*

experiences while making this film said. *This role was meant for someane else and was not going to come to me.
But after I got it the anly thirg T did was read My Experiments with Truth, and saw a lot of decumentaries to
imitate Gandhi's fast-paced walk, While shooting the satya-grah walk there was an article about it in the South-
African newspaper requesting Indians to participate in it. People responded in great nunbers. After completion
the film was premiered in South Africa and all the Indian South Africans present were moved immensely by it
because they could identify themselves as ane of the sathya-grahies.* He also expressed that he was in trance

n he had to shove off his head where the movie required and what an auspicious moment it was for him and the
whole unit. There was complete silence throughout that part of the shooting. He had also resolved to remain a
vegetarian during the shooting of the whole movie.

The feeling of fellowship and bonding was on the fore in the last day when everyone expressed their
gratitude for the friendshing that they build here. Like every good thing has te come to an end I had to bid the
participants goodbye inspite of their wish to stay back for a few more days by paying a little extral
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